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Introduction

This Graduate Admissions Guide provides an accessible overview of admissions
requirements for each graduate program at Northwestern State University. It is
intended to support prospective students, applicants, and recruiters by summarizing key
expectations and helping students navigate the admissions process. While this guide
highlights program-specific requirements, the official source for all academic policies,
curricula, degree plans, and university regulations is the University Catalog, available
through the University Registrar.

The University Catalog presents the current curricula, educational plans, course offerings,
requirements, and policies of Northwestern State University. Catalogs take effect each
fall semester and remain in effect for the following spring and summer sessions. Degree
requirements are also published on each academic department’s website. Students

are responsible for being informed of these requirements. Any changes in academic
regulations enacted between catalog publications are communicated through various
university channels, and students are responsible for knowing these updates.

Admission to the Graduate School

Applicants for admission to Northwestern State University shall not be denied admission
on the basis of sex, race, creed, or national origin.

Apply on-line at the Graduate School website. Application fee should accompany the
application. Admission to the Graduate School does not imply admission to any specific
degree program.

Students who do not attend Northwestern State University for three consecutive
semesters (including summer) or longer and who then return to the University must
complete the course work prescribed in the catalog in effect at the time of return. A
lapse in enrollment of 12 calendar months, or more, will require reapplication and
payment of an additional admission fee. Graduate students are responsible for reading
and following the regulations and requirements of the Graduate School.

Admission Criteria

Admission requirements differ by program. The specific requirements for each program
are outlined on the following pages.
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COLLEGE OF ARTS AND SCIENCES

Master of Arts in Art
College of Arts and Sciences
School of Creative & Performing Arts

Program Coordinator:  Mirla Gonzalez-Martinez (martinezm@nsula.edu)
318-357-4475

Application Dates: Priority Deadline for Fall/Summer Admission - March 15th
Priority Deadline for Spring Admission - October 15th

Program Delivery Format: Online or Hybrid

Bachelor's Degree from a regionally accredited college/university.

Minimum cumulative GPA of 2.5 OR 2.75 in the last 60 hours of undergraduate coursework
Official transcripts from ALL previously attended colleges/universities

GRE not required

Three letters of recommendation

Immunization Compliance Form/Waiver or immunization records

Statement of Purpose

Resume

Portfolio

Master of Music with a concentration in Music Education
College of Arts and Sciences
School of Creative & Performing Arts

Program Coordinator:  Dr. Alexis Sczepanik (sczepanika@nsula.edu)
318-357-5765

Application Dates: Priority Deadline for Fall/Summer Admission - March 15th
Priority Deadline for Spring Admission - October 15th

Program Delivery Format: 100% Online or In-Person (Natchitoches Campus)

e Bachelor’s Degree in Music Education and teacher certification preferred, bachelor’s degree in
music minimum, and earned from a regionally accredited college/university
Minimum cumulative GPA of 2.75
Official transcripts from ALL previously attended colleges/universities
Complete an Application Portfolio
Two letters of recommendation
Immunization Compliance Form/Waiver or immunization records
o If GRE scores are not submitted, an application portfolio, and the following items must be
submitted to Dr. Terrie Sanders at sanderst@nsula.edu for full consideration for admission.
1. Resume/Curriculum Vita (CV); and
2.  Writing sample of not more than 15 pages demonstrating facility in analysis, argument,
research, and coherence
3. Letter of Intent (500 words minimum) that discusses the applicant’s goals and reasons
for pursuing the Master of Music with a concentration in Music Education, and how their
graduate study at NSU fits into their plan; and
o Highly recommended that applicants without a valid teaching license pursue alternate
certification concurrent with the Master’s program.
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Master of Music with a concentration in Music Performance
College of Arts and Sciences
School of Creative & Performing Arts

Program Coordinator:  Dr. Alexis Sczepanik (sczepanika@nsula.edu)

318-357-5765

Application Dates: Priority Deadline for Fall/Summer Admission - March 15th

Priority Deadline for Spring Admission - October 15th

Program Delivery Format: In-Person Only (Natchitoches Campus)

Bachelor's Degree in Music Performance preferred, bachelor’s degree in music minimum, and
earned from a regionally accredited college/university
Minimum cumulative GPA of 2.75
Official transcripts from ALL previously attended colleges/universities
GRE not required
Complete an Application Portfolio
Two letters of recommendation
Immunization Compliance Form/Waiver or immunization records
o If GRE scores are not submitted, an application portfolio and the following items must be
emailed to Dr. Terrie Sanders at sanderst@nsula.edu for full consideration for admission.
1. Resume/Curriculum Vita (CV); and
2. Letter of Intent (500 words minimum) that discusses the applicant’s goals and reasons
for pursuing the Master of Music degree with a concentration in Music Performance,
and how their graduate study at NSU fits into their plan:
3. Writing sample of not more than 15 pages demonstrating facility, analysis, argument,
research, and coherence; and
4, Repertoire List

Master of Arts in English
College of Arts and Sciences
English, Languages, and Cultural Studies

Program Coordinator:  Dr. J. Ereck Jarvis (jarvisj@nsula.edu)

318-357-5586

Application Dates: Priority Deadline for Fall/Summer Admission - March 15th

Priority Deadline for Spring Admission - October 15th

Program Delivery Format: 100% Online only

Bachelor’s degree from a regionally accredited college or university
Minimum cumulative undergraduate GPA 3.0 or higher

Official transcripts from ALL previously attended colleges/universities
GRE not required

Two letters of recommendation

Immunization Compliance Form/Waiver or immunization records
Essay Writing Sample

Letter of Intent
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Post Bachelors Certificate for English
College of Arts and Sciences
English, Languages, and Cultural Studies

Program Coordinator:  Dr. J. Ereck Jarvis (jarvisj@nsula.edu)
318-357-5586

Application Dates: Priority Deadline for Fall/Summer Admission - March 15th
Priority Deadline for Spring Admission - October 15th

Program Format Delivery: 100% Online only

Teacher of English to Speakers of other Languages (TESOL)

Bachelor's Degree from regionally accredited college/university
Minimum undergraduate GPA of 2.5 or better

Official transcripts from ALL colleges/universities attended
Immunization Compliance Form/Waiver or Proof of vaccines
GRE NOT required

Letters of recommendation NOT required

Master of Science in Homeland Security
College of Arts and Sciences
School of Social Sciences & Applied Programs

Program Coordinator:  Dr. Timothy Pardue (parduet@nsula.edu)
318-357-6967

Application Dates: Priority Deadline for Fall/Summer Admission - March 15th
Priority Deadline for Spring Admission - October 15th

Program Delivery Format: 100% Online only

Bachelor's Degree from a regionally accredited college/university

Minimum cumulative GPA 2.5 or 2.75 in the last 60 hours of undergraduate coursework
Official transcripts from ALL previously attended colleges/universities

GRE not required

Three letters of recommendation

Immunization Compliance Form/Waiver or immunization records

Statement of Purpose

Resume

Optional - Professional training transcripts or certificates applicable to the degree

Post Masters Certificate - Global Security Intelligence
College of Arts and Sciences
School of Social Sciences & Applied Programs

Program Coordinator:  Dr. Timothy Pardue (parduet@nsula.edu)
318-357-6967

Application Dates: Priority Deadline for Fall/Summer Admission - March 15th
Priority Deadline for Spring Admission - October 15th

Program Delivery Format: 100% Online only
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Master’s degree from a regionally accredited college or university
Minimum undergraduate cumulative GPA of 2.5

Official transcripts from ALL previously attended colleges or universities
Immunization Compliance Form/Waiver or immunization records

COLLEGE OF BUSINESS AND TECHNOLOGY

Master of Science in Computer Information Systems
College of Business and Technology
School of Business

Program Coordinator:  Dr. Begona Perez-Mira (perezmirab@nsula.edu)
318-357-6650

Application Dates: Priority Deadline for Fall/Summer Admission - March 15th
Priority Deadline for Spring Admission - October 15th

Program Delivery Format: 100% Online only

e Bachelor’s Degree from a regionally accredited college/university (specific content knowledge
required)

e Official transcripts from ALL previously attended colleges/universities
Two letters of recommendation
Immunization Compliance Form/Waiver or immunization records

One of the following:

e  Minimum undergraduate GPA of 3.0 (GRE/GMAT/essay waived) OR
e  Minimum Undergraduate GPA of 2.5 and one of the following:
o GRE Score of 280 (verbal plus quantitative) or equivalent GMAT Score or
o Two to three-page essay on experience in information systems field and why student is an
appropriate fit for Northwestern State CIS program. Format should be Times New Roman,
12-point font, 1-inch margins, and APA style.

COLLEGE OF NURSING AND SCHOOL OF ALLIED HEALTH

Doctor of Nursing Practice with concentrations in Executive Leadership

and Educational Leadership
College of Nursing & School of Allied Health

Facilitator: Diedra Youngblood (youngbloodd@nsula.edu)
318-677-3139

Application Dates/Notes: Spring Admission only
The application period is from February 1st through June 30th. Applicants must apply
through NursingCAS, the centralized application service for nursing and to NSU graduate
school. Please note that both applications must be completed to be considered for
program selection. Please refer to the nursing department’s website for more specific
details.
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Program Delivery Format: 100% Online only

Master of Science in Nursing degree from nationally accredited college/university
Minimum GPA of 3.0

Official transcripts from all previously attended colleges/universities

Three letters of recommendation

Immunization Compliance Form/Waiver or immunization records

Completion of the Emotional Intelligence Assessment

1-2 page essay

Resume

Doctor of Nursing Practice with a concentration in Nurse Anesthesia
College of Nursing & School of Allied Health

Facilitator: Diedra Youngblood (youngbloodd@nsula.edu)

318-677-3139

Application Dates/Notes: Spring Admission only

The application period is from February 1st through June 30th. Applicants must apply
through NursingCAS, the centralized application service for nursing and to NSU graduate
school. Please note that both applications must be completed to be considered for
program selection. Please refer to the nursing department’s website for more specific
details.

Program Delivery Format: Hybrid

Bachelor of Science in Nursing degree from a nationally accredited college or university in the
United States

Minimum cumulative GPA of 3.0 on a 4.00 scale

Official transcripts from ALL previously attended colleges/universities

Three letters of support for graduate admission application. At least one recommendation must
provide a character reference, another from a current supervisor, and one from a former faculty.
Immunization Compliance Form/Waiver or immunization records

Official GRE scores with minimum total of 290 or higher when combining verbal and quantitative
within the last 5 years and analytical writing score of 3.0 or higher

Resume

Completion of the Emotional Intelligence Assessment

A minimum of 1-year full-time experience as a registered nurse in a critical care setting

A current, unencumbered Registered Nursing License in any state with the eligibility for licensure
in Louisiana or a compact state

Current American Heart Association Basic Life Support (BLS) and Advanced Cardiac Life Support
(ACLS) certifications

Signed attestation of the ability to met the College of Nursing and School of Allied Health
(CONSAH) Essential Academic Performance and Technical Standards for Didactic and Clinical
Settings

A one to two-page APA-formatted narrative essay describing the DNP degree, the role of the
DNP (based on The DNP Essentials (AACN, 2006)), how the applicant believes the DNP will
benefit his/her career goals, with a reference list.

A completed Work Experience and Technical Skill Proficiency form

A completed Professional Organization Membership, Certification, and Licensure Record.
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Master of Science in Allied Health
College of Nursing & School of Allied Health
School of Allied Health

Program Coordinator:  Dr. Laura Aaron (carwilel@nsula.edu)
318-677-3017

Application Dates: Priority Deadline for Fall/Summer Admission - March 15th
Priority Deadline for Spring Admission - October 15th

Program Delivery Format: 100% Online only

Bachelor's Degree from a regionally accredited college/university

Minimum cumulative GPA of 2.5 OR 2.75 in the last 60 hours of undergraduate coursework
Official transcripts from ALL previously attended colleges/universities

GRE not required

Two letters of recommendation

Immunization Compliance Form/Waiver or immunization records

Hold credentials in one of the medical imaging primary pathway disciplines such as Radiography,
Nuclear Medicine Technology, Radiation therapy, Magnetic Resonance Imaging, or Sonography;
and

e Successfully complete an undergraduate statistics or research course

Master of Science in Nursing
College of Nursing and School of Allied Health

Program Coordinator:  Dr. Aaron Stigers (stigersa@nsula.edu)
318-677-3002

Application Dates: Fall Admission only
The application period is from January 1st through a priority deadline of March
31st. Applications will continue to be accepted pending space availability until a
final deadline of June 1st.

Program Delivery Format: 100% Online Coursework with required local Clinical/Field Experiences

e Bachelor's Degree in Nursing from a regionally accredited college/university

e Official transcripts from ALL previously attended colleges/universities

e GRE will be waived with UG GPA of 2.5 or 2.75 in the last 60 hours of undergraduate
coursework

e GRE score of 282 is required if undergraduate GPA is below 2.5

e Two letters of recommendation

e Immunization Compliance Form/Waiver or immunization records

Master of Science in Radiologic Science
College of Nursing & School of Allied Health
School of Allied Health

Program Coordinator:  Dr. Laura Aaron (carwilel@nsula.edu)
318-677-3017

Application Dates: Priority Deadline for Fall/Summer Admission - March 15th
Priority Deadline for Spring Admission - October 15th
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Program Delivery Format: 100% Online only

Bachelor's Degree from a regionally accredited college/university

Minimum cumulative GPA of 2.5 OR 2.75 in the last 60 hours of undergraduate coursework
Official transcripts from ALL previously attended colleges/universities

GRE not required

Two letters of recommendation

Immunization Compliance Form/Waiver or immunization records

Hold credentials in one of the medical imaging primary pathway disciplines such as Radiography,
Nuclear Medicine Technology, Radiation therapy, Magnetic Resonance Imaging, or Sonography;
and

e Successfully complete an undergraduate statistics or research course

Post Masters Certification in Nursing
College of Nursing and School of Allied Health

Program Coordinator:  Dr. Aaron Stigers (stigersa@nsula.edu)
318-677-3002

Application Dates: Fall Admission only
The application period is from January 1st through a priority deadline of March
31st. Applications will continue to be accepted pending space availability until a
final deadline of June 1st.

Program Delivery Format: 100% Online Coursework with required local Clinical/Field Experiences

Master’s Degree in Nursing from a regionally accredited college/university
A graduate GPA of 3.0

Official transcripts from ALL previously attended colleges/universities
GRE not required

Two letters of recommendation

Immunization Compliance Form/Waiver or immunization records

GALLASPY FAMILY COLLEGE OF EDUCATION AND
HUMAN DEVELOPMENT

Doctor of Education
Gallaspy Family College of Education and Human Development
School of Education

Program Coordinator:  Dr. Christy Hornsby (hornsbyc@nsula.edu)
318-357-6278

Application Dates: Fall and Spring Admission only
Fall: The application period is from January 1st through June 30th.
Spring: The application period is from July 1st through Dec 31st.

Program Delivery Format: 100% Online only

e Master’s degree from a regionally accredited college/university
e Official transcripts from ALL previously attended colleges/universities
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Minimum cumulative Graduate GPA of 3.0

GRE waived if the applicant earned a master’s degree with a minimum cumulative GPA of 3.5
Three letters of recommendation

Immunization Compliance Form/Waiver or immunization records

Resume

Essay writing sample

Statement of Purpose

Educational Specialist
Gallaspy Family College of Education and Human Development
School of Education

Program Coordinator:  Dr. Dylan Solice (soliced@nsula.edu)
318-357-6278

Application Dates: Priority Deadline for Fall/Summer Admission - March 15th
Priority Deadline for Spring Admission - October 15th

Program Delivery Format: 100% Online only

Master's Degree from a regionally accredited college/university

Valid teaching certificate

Minimum GPA of 2.5

Official transcripts from ALL previously attended colleges/universities
GRE not required

Two letters of recommendation

Immunization Compliance Form/Waiver or immunization records

Master of Arts in Adult Learning and Development
Gallaspy Family College of Education and Human Development
School of Education

Program Coordinator:  Dr. Jonathan Elmore (elmorej@nsula.edu)
318-357-6278

Application Dates: Priority Deadline for Fall/Summer Admission - March 15th
Priority Deadline for Spring Admission - October 15th

Program Delivery Format: 100% Online only

Bachelor's Degree from a regionally accredited college/university.

Minimum cumulative GPA of 2.5 OR 2.75 in the last 60 hours of undergraduate coursework
Official transcripts from ALL previously attended colleges/universities

GRE not required

Two letters of recommendation

Immunization Compliance Form/Waiver or immunization records

Resume

Statement of Purpose
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Master of Arts in Counseling
Gallaspy Family College of Education and Human Development
School of Education

Program Coordinator:  Dr. Gerra Perkins (perkinsg@nsula.edu)
318-357-6278

Application Dates: Priority Deadline for Fall/Summer Admission - March 15th
Priority Deadline for Spring Admission - October 15th

Program Delivery Format: Hybrid

Bachelor’s Degree from a regionally accredited college/university

Minimum cumulative GPA 2.5 or 2.75 in the last 60 hours of undergraduate coursework

Official transcripts from ALL previously attended colleges/universities

GRE can be waived with one of the following:

o Overall GPA of 3.5 or higher

o GPA of 3.0 BUT must have 3.5 GPA in 18 hours of 3000 or 4000 level courses within the
student’s undergraduate major

e GRE REQUIRED (verbal + quantitative) with one of the following:

o Minimum GPA of 3.0 AND GRE score of 278 or higher

o Minimum GPA of 2.5 AND GRE score of 280 or higher

o GPAless than 2.5, last 60 hours of coursework will be evaluated for 2.75 GPA or better, GRE
required is 280 or higher

Three letters of recommendation

Immunization Compliance Form/Waiver or immunization records

Resume

Statement of Purpose

Interview

Master of Arts in Student Affairs and Higher Education
Gallaspy Family College of Education and Human Development
School of Education

Program Coordinator:  Dr. Paula Christensen (christensen@nsula.edu)
318-357-6278

Application Dates: Priority Deadline for Fall/Summer Admission - March 15th
Priority Deadline for Spring Admission - October 15th

Program Delivery Format: 100% Online only

Bachelor's Degree from a regionally accredited college/university

Minimum cumulative GPA of 2.5 or 2.75 in the last 60 hours of undergraduate coursework
Official transcripts from ALL previously attended colleges/universities

GRE not required

Two letters of recommendation

Immunization Compliance Form/Waiver or immunization records

Statement of Purpose

Resume
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Master of Arts in Teaching
Gallaspy Family College of Education and Human Development
School of Education

Program Coordinator:  Dr. Wendi O’Halloran (ohalloranw@nsula.edu)
318-357-6278

Application Dates: Priority Deadline for Fall/Summer Admission - March 15th
Priority Deadline for Spring Admission - October 15th

Program Delivery Format: 100% Online only

Bachelor's Degree from a regionally accredited college/university
Minimum cumulative GPA of 2.5

Official transcripts from ALL previously attended colleges/universities
Praxis

Two letters of recommendation

Immunization Compliance Form/Waiver or immunization records

Master of Education
Gallaspy Family College of Education and Human Development
School of Education

Primary Contact: Dr. Amber Hyatt (hyatta@nsula.edu)
318-357-6278
Application Dates: Priority Deadline for Fall/Summer Admission - March 15th

Priority Deadline for Spring Admission - October 15th
Program Delivery Format: 100% Online only

Bachelor's Degree from a regionally accredited college/university
Minimum GPA of 2.5 or 2.75 in the last 60 hours of undergraduate study
Official transcripts from ALL colleges/universities

GRE waived with passing Praxis

Valid teaching certificate

Two letters of recommendation

Immunization Record

Add-On Certifications in Education and Prep
Gallaspy Family College of Education and Human Development
School of Education

Program Facilitator: Dr. Amber Hyatt (hyatta@nsula.edu)
318-357-6441

Application Dates: Priority Deadline for Fall/Summer Admission - March 15th
Priority Deadline for Spring Admission - October 15th

Program Delivery Format: 100% Online only

Post Bachelors, Post Master’s in Education and Alt Certification in Music

e Bachelor’s Degree from a regionally accredited college/university
e  Minimum cumulative GPA of 2.5
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Official transcripts from ALL previously attended colleges/universities
GRE will be waived with passing Praxis scores
Immunization Compliance Form/Waiver or immunization records

Master of Science in Health and Human Performance
Gallaspy College of Education and Human Development
School of Kinesiology

Program Coordinator:  Dr. Michael Moulton (moultonm@nsula.edu)

318-357-5126

Application Dates: Priority Deadline for Fall/Summer Admission - March 15th

Priority Deadline for Spring Admission - October 15th

Program Delivery Format: 100% Online only

Concentration in Public Health

Program Delivery Format: Online or Hybrid

Concentrations in Sport Administration and Exercise Physiology

Bachelor's Degree from a regionally accredited college/university

Official transcripts from ALL previously attended colleges/universities

GRE waived if overall GPA is 3.0 or higher OR

GRE waived if overall GPA is 3.0 or higher in last 60 hours of coursework OR

GRE waived with earned master’s degree from a regionally accredited institution OR

GRE score of 282 REQUIRED if GPAis 2.75 OR

Conditional admission with 2.5 UG GPA, GRE waived, not eligible for Graduate Assistantship and
must receive “B’s” or higher in first 9 hours of coursework for Graduate Assistantship eligibility
Immunization Compliance Form/Waiver or immunization records

Master of Science in Clinical Psychology
Gallaspy Family College of Education and Human Development
Psychology and Addiction Studies

Program Coordinator:  Dr. Cynthia Lindsey (lindseyc@nsula.edu)

318-357-6594

Application Dates: Priority Deadline for Fall/Summer Admission - March 15th

Priority Deadline for Spring Admission - October 15th

Program Delivery Format: In-Person Only (Natchitoches Campus)

Bachelor's Degree from a regionally accredited college/university

Conditional - GRE score 280 with a 3.0 undergraduate GPA or 290 with a 2.5 GPA

Regular

o No GRE required with a 3.5 undergraduate GPA OR

o 3.0 undergraduate GPA with a GRE score of 290+ OR

o GPA of at least 3.0 but less than 3.5 AND at least a 3.5 or better in Research Methods,
Statistics, Abnormal Psychology, and nine hours in 3000 or 4000 psychology courses (no
GRE required)

Official transcripts from ALL previously attended colleges/universities

Three letters of recommendation

Immunization Compliance Form/Waiver or immunization records
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Master of Social Work

Gallaspy Family College of Education and Human Development
Social Work

Program Coordinator:  Dr. MaryAnne Candley (candleym@nsula.edu)
318-357-5493
Application Dates: Fall admission only
The application period is from January 19th through March 13th.

Program Delivery Format: 100% Online only

e Bachelor’s Degree from a regionally accredited college/university. For advanced standing, the
following criteria applies: 1) Earned a baccalaureate social work degree from a CSWE accredited
school; 2) Earned a baccalaureate social work degree from a CASWE accredited program (from
the Canadian social work accreditor, recognized through an MOU with CSWE and CASWE); and
3) Internationally earned ISWDRES-evaluated degree comparable to a baccalaureate social work
degree.

e Official transcripts from ALL previously attended colleges/universities

e  Minimum cumulative GPA of 3.0 in the last 60 hours of full-time and part-time coursework. For
advanced standing, the minimum GPA is 3.5.

e GRE not required

e Three Letters of Recommendation

e Immunization Compliance Form/Waiver or immunization records

e Statement of Purpose

e Acceptance of NSU’S MSW honor code which includes adherence to the CSWE Code of Ethics

e Ability to pass a background check

e Proof of citizenship

e Interview

GRADUATE SCHOOL

Non-Degree
Graduate School
Coordinator: Carrie Smith (chandlerc@nsula.edu)
318-357-5851
Application Dates: Priority Deadline for Fall/Summer Admission - March 15th

Priority Deadline for Spring Admission - October 15th
Program Delivery Format: 100% Online only

Bachelor’s Degree from a regionally accredited college/university
Minimum cumulative GPA of 2.5

Official transcripts from ALL previously attended colleges/universities
Immunization Compliance Form/Waiver or immunization records
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