What is Creole Studies?

Connections, Contributions,
& Cultural Diversity

Students of Creole culture open up the dynamics of cultural contacts and creativity
worldwide. Rooted in the colonial experiences of the Portuguese, Spanish

and French in Africa, Asia and the Americas. Unique combinations of African,
American Indian, and Asian indigenous cultures with Europeans over 600 years
led to new foodways, vibrant music and dance, the arts and language. Students
in this course of study can not only come to understand Louisiana, but its
neighbors in the West Indies, West Africa, and Latin America. This class explains
that colonial experience and discusses its present expression.

THE CREOLE CULTURE EXPERIENCE CAN BE FOUND IN:
« Tourism\Hospitality, Hotel Management, Cruise Industry
« Art, Language, Music, Folklife, Anthropology
« Culinary Arts

Creole communities exist in several areas of the United States. Louisiana has the Creole
capitol of North America, New Orleans, while Rio de Janeiro is the South American Creole
capitol. Louisiana has been the source of Creole language and culture across the United
States.

We learn about “connections” and cultural diversity... from second line and jazz in New
Orleans, to Zydeco in southwest Louisiana. About Creole vs. Cajun culture and their
connections, and about the contributions of American Indians, French, Africans and
Spanish to the unique Louisiana landscape and culture.

These classes discuss the issues of race and culture, the origin of new languages, art,
and music. Diversity is what Creole culture has offered for six centuries. This gives students insights
into the cultural processes of innovation and acculturation,
conflict and resolution.

Louisiana Creoles have a “fun” definition. Creole is family,
religion, work and fun. Celebrations of life.

Experience the”Fun”of Creole Studies:

« Dinners, dances (Zydeco to round dances)

« Art, architecture and archaeology sessions on Creole language
« Field trips and guest lecturers from the Creole community
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FOR MORE INFORMATION:

@ NORTHWESTERN STATE Dr. Pete Gregory

School of Social Sciences and Applied Programs
UNIVERSITY OF LOUISIANA Room 116, Kyser Hall

Creole Studies has a concentration within the Bachelor of 318-357-6687 | gregoryh@nsula.edu

General Studies (BGS) program and a minor within History. Steve Hicks

Academic Advising
Northwestern State University offers two scholarships for Creole students. 112-K, Watson Library
www.nsula.edu/creole-heritage-center/ 318-357-6980 | hickss@nsula.edu

Northwestern State University is accredited by the Southern Association of Colleges and Schools Commission on Colleges to award associate, baccalaureate, masters, specialists, and doctorate degrees. Contact the Commission on Colleges at 1866 Southern
Lane, Decatur, Georgia 30033-4097 or call 404-679-4500 for questions about the accreditation of Northwestern State University.

Northwestern State University does not discriminate on the basis of race, color, gender, religion, sexual orientation, national origin, disability, genetic information, age, pregnancy or parenting status, and veteran or retirement status in its programs and activities and provides equal access to the Boy
Scouts and other designated youth groups. The following individuals have been designated to handle inquiries regarding non-discrimination policies (i.e., Title IX): Employees/Potential Employees — Veronica M. Biscoe, EEQ Officer (318-357-6359) and Students — Reatha Cox, Dean of Students (318-
357-5285). For Americans with Disabilities Act (ADA) concerns, contact the Accessibility and Disability Support Director, Taylor Camidge, at 318-357-5460. Additionally, Northwestern complies with the Jeanne Clery Disclosure of Campus Security Policy & Campus Crime Statistics Act. Information
about NSU's campus security and crime statistics can be found at https://www.nsula.edu/universityaffairs/police/. Full disclosure statement: https://www.nsula.edu/iehr/.
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