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As a member of the SON you can:As a member of the SON you can:
		 u	u	Earn scholarship moneyEarn scholarship money

	 u		 u	Receive an out-of-state tuition waiverReceive an out-of-state tuition waiver

	 u		 u	Create exciting performancesCreate exciting performances

	 u		 u	Discover life-long friendsDiscover life-long friends

	 u		 u	Continue your passion for musicContinue your passion for music

Great music is a tradition at Northwestern State University. Offering a 
wide variety of opportunities for musicians, that tradition thrives year after year!  
With over 300 members, the Spirit of Northwestern (SON) Demon Marching Band 
is truly the pride of Northwestern State and boasts one of the largest, most diverse 
marching bands in the South. 

Every student in the SON, regardless of major, earns a scholarship for 
participation in the band program, so there is a place for you and your 
talent at the college level!

demonband.nsula.edudemonband.nsula.edu
/NSULA.SpiritOfNorthwestern /NorthwesternState



ACCREDITATION
The Mrs. H.D. Dear, Sr. and Alice Estelle Dear School of Creative and 
Performing Arts programs are fully accredited by the National Associa-
tion of Schools of Art, the National Association of Schools of Theatre, 
and the National Association of Schools of Music, 11250 Roger Bacon 
Drive, Suite 21, Reston, VA, 20190.

Northwestern State University is accredited by the Southern Asso-
ciation of Colleges and Schools Commission on Colleges (SACSCOC) 
(1866 Southern Lane, Decatur, Georgia 30033-4097; telephone 
number 404-679-4501) to award associate, baccalaureate, master’s, 
and specialist’s degrees.

NOTICE OF NONDISCRIMINATION
Northwestern State University does not discriminate on the basis of 
race, color, gender, religion, sexual orientation, national origin, dis-
ability, genetic information, age, pregnancy or parenting status, and 
veteran or retirement status in its programs and activities and provides 
equal access to the Boy Scouts and other designated youth groups.  
The following individuals have been designated to handle inquiries 
regarding non-discrimination policies (i.e., Title IX): Employees/Poten-
tial Employees – Veronica M. Biscoe, EEO Officer (318-357-6359) and  
Students – Frances Conine, Dean of Students (318-357-5285).  For 
Americans with Disabilities Act (ADA) concerns, contact the Disability 
Support Director, Randi Washington, at 318-357-5460.  Additionally, 
Northwestern complies with the Jeanne Clery Disclosure of Campus 
Security Policy & Campus Crime Statistics Act. Information about 
NSU’s campus security and crime statistics can be found at https://
www.nsula.edu/universityaffairs/police/.  Full disclosure statement:  
http://universityplanning.nsula.edu/notice-of-non-discrimination.

Music and music education majors experience a fully accredited and dynamic program 
at Northwestern State. Each student studies with one of our distinguished faculty on 
their primary instrument while taking classes in music theory and music history. Music 
education majors benefit from a comprehensive degree program, preparing them to 
be certified teachers in the public school system. NSU boasts many recognized and 
distinguished band directors and music teachers in the great state of Louisiana, Texas 
and across the United States.

Auxiliary units including the Demon Heat Colorguard and Demon Dazzler Danceline, add 
flavor and dimension to the band. These groups also branch out in to our Demon Heat 
Winterguard and in national competitions with our danceline. 

Other ensembles include the Wind Symphony, Wind Ensemble, Concert Bands, Jazz 
Orchestra, Jazz Combos, Percussion Ensemble, and the Purple Haze Basketball Band, 
allowing students to perform in a variety of ensembles throughout the year. 

Performance scholarships are available to all band members. The amount of the 
award is based on a prepared audition as well as high school achievements, such as 
participation in honor bands, solo/ensemble competitions, awards and scholastic scores. 
Out-of-state fee waivers are available for students qualifying for a performance 
scholarship and who have a 2.5 minimum high school GPA.

Auditions for scholarships may be arranged one of three ways:
u  completing the audition request form at 
 capa.nsula.edu/music/spirit-of-northwestern/ 

u  e-mailing mcdonaldd@nsula.edu 

u  calling (318) 357-4522

Prospective students will then be contacted to arrange a day and time for the audition 
and to schedule a campus tour provided by the university’s Recruiting Office. This is a 
great way to learn about the university first-hand by seeing the campus and meeting 
some of our outstanding students, faculty and staff.

Northwestern State hosts N-Side View Day on a Saturday each fall and spring semester, 
and is a fun way to explore the campus and meet some new students. Contact the 
University Recruiting Office at 1-800-327-1903 or go to recruiting.nsula.edu for more 
information.

NSU’s Dear School of Creative and Performing Arts (CAPA) is dedicated to creating a diverse, 
inclusive and equitable experience for all students, faculty and staff. CAPA will not tolerate 
racism or discrimination and is committed to creating a fair, empathetic, and just environment.


